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A HISTORY OF CHARLEVILLE AND DISTRICT 
[Research by Mr. A. A. Morrison, M.A., Lecturer in 
History at the University of Queensland] 
(Read by Mr. A. Laurie at the meeting of the 
Historical Society of Queensland on April 26th, 1945) 
(The Centennial Observance for CharleviUe is dated for 
November 1947) 
Discussing CharlevUle with citizens of the coast, I 
have found that apart from the heat, the flies, the 
dust, and the approximate distance of Charleville from^ 
"Civilization," very little is known of that town. Even 
in 1934 C. W. A. Scott, the winner of the MacRobertson 
Air Race in a broadcast address referred to Charleville 
as being on the "fringe of civilization." When I arrived 
there in 1935, I found a town neatly laid out in streets 
far straighter than those in most of Brisbane's 
suburbs, a town with electric light, with water laid on. 
There were gardens in the main street, concrete foot-
paths, and all the streets of the town were lined with 
cedars in full foliage. Perhaps because I have soft spot 
in my heart for the West—my mother was born on a 
station not far from Charleville as Western distances 
go—I decided that as opportunity offered I should col-
lect some record of the growth of the West, and here 
I present to you the result of my collection. I should 
say here that I have had difficulties, because of the lack 
of written records. When I tell you that among the 
records destroyed by fire in the town of Charleville are 
the Court House Records (including Lands Depart-
ment records from the beginning), the old files of the 
"CharleviUe Times," which was estabUshed in 1883, 
the records in the office of H. J. Carter, who came to 
Charleville in the seventies, and the records in the 
house of the Qiurch of England Brotherhood of St. 
Paul, estabUshed in CharleviUe in 1905, you wiU reaUze 
my difficulties in obtaining material. Fortunately, Mr. 
S. R. Macklin, then Town Clerk, had handed to "The 
CharlevUle Times" the Council's copies of the Times 
1896-1905, and had also commenced an Archives 
Department at the Town Hall. Perhaps some of these 
missing records are stUl extant in Brisbane, but this is 
a paper produced in Charleville from CharlevUle 
sources entirely, except for some research into explora-
tion at the Mitchell Library. 
For the discovery of our corner of the State we are 
indebted to Sir Thomas MitcheU. He realized the prob-
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lem of Australia was water, and took care to mark the 
permanent waterholes wherever he discovered them, 
and in 1846 he blazed the trail that was to be followed 
by so many settlers, from St. George's Bridge on the 
Balonne to the Maranoa River and beyond. During his 
explorations that September he met an old gin who 
pointed North West and said "Warrego," which 
Mitchell took to be the native name for a river in that 
locality. Meston assures us that the word meant 
"bad"—and so our district received its first bad adver-
tisement. 
Mitchell himself did not follow the course of the 
Warrego: that was left to Kennedy in 1847, and on 4th 
November 1847, Kennedy passed near the present 
site of Charleville, recording a thick growth of pine 
trees which were still there within the memory of per-
sons still alive in the town. Farther south Kennedy 
was to meet drought conditions in a Western summer, 
and was to reach the Culgoa only with difficulty. As a 
result of this we find, soon after, a reference to "the 
desert between the Maranoa and the Warrego Rivers." 
Perhaps what has been the worst advertisement of 
all for the South-West was yet to come, for in 1848 
Leichhardt left Macpherson's station and disappeared. 
We shall probably never know what happened to him, 
but an interesting suggestion has been made to me by 
Dr. A. W. Fox of Charleville, namely, that instead of 
going up the Angellala to MitcheU's track he went down 
that stream to the Warrego. A marked tree was re-
ported on the present Mount EnniskiUen run, but that 
tree cannot now be located. At Yarronvale Station on 
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the Paroo, he informs me, is a tree marked t which, 
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so far as he knows, has never been investigated. Mr. 
Davidson, the present manager, has had this tree pro-
tected by an encircling fence. I have not personaUy 
had the opportunity of inspecting the tree, but perhaps 
the opportunity may come. If this tree is a Leich-
hardt tree, then Leichhardt perished somewhere west 
of the Paroo. 
Neither the estimate of the country as a desert nor 
the fate of Leichhardt, daunted the settlers in their 
search for land. MitcheU recorded as the outpost of 
settlement Roach's station on "Moomi," and Kennedy 
mentioned the properties of Stephens and Birrell on 
the Condamine. But by 1847 Macpherson had already 
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seized upon Fitzroy Downs in the Roma District, which 
had aroused Mitchell's enthusiasm. This did not re-
main the outpost for long, because in the fifties we 
find many properties in the Maranoa: Blythedale (later 
purchased by Daniel Wienholt), Eurella, and WaUuni-
biUa had been taken up by the Mitchell family, MitcheU 
family, Wallan Creek by Ferrett (Ipswich listeners 
should know the name), Mitchell Downs by Edmund 
Morey, 1854), and HiUsborough by Marsh, this latter 
property being claimed to be the oldest settled one on 
the Maranoa. Fresh settlers pushed farther west, tak-
ing up the alleged desert between the Warrego and the 
Maranoa Rivers, and by 1862 the Warrego had been 
reached, for Landsborough in that year found Williams 
at Coongoola, south of the present site of Charleville, 
two-thirds of the way to CunnamuUa. The country in 
between was dotted with other famous properties, 
Angellala, Authoringa (connected with the name of 
Fletcher), and Boatman was to come later. 
The life of these early settlers was hard. Their 
first "homesteads" were little more than rude shelters: 
they were far from civilization then, and they were 
almost totally dependent on their own skill for their 
, food. Onlv too often their diet was corned beef and 
damper, with a change sometimes, as they said with a 
wry smile, to damper and corned beef. Medical and 
dental aid was non-existent, and many a life was lost 
that to-day would never be in real danger. But it must 
be noted that the women never shirked the loneliness 
and hardship, though sometimes the allurements of the 
coastal towns must have been hard to resist, especially 
when the health of their young children was at stake. 
The aborigines, too. gave their share of trouble— 
Mitchell and Kennedy both had trouble with them on 
occasions—and sometimes there were murders. For 
instance, in 1847 Fitzroy Downs was raided by blacks 
and a hut-keeper and a shepherd were killed. Some-
times the stories have a happier ending. Mrs. Ben 
Harris, wife of an old Charleville identity now dead, is 
reported to have been stolen by the blacks in her in-
fancy. When the chase grew too hot, they tied her in 
a mat bag, with her head out, and left her 'at the foot 
of a hill. Then there is the story of Mrs. Fletcher, in 
the very early days on Authoringa. She came to the 
door at dusk to find a horde of wild natives who seemed 
bent on causing trouble during her husband's absence. 
She, however, kept them amused by taking her false 
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teeth out and putting them in again, to the hilarity of 
the natives who eventually departed in great good 
humour. 
But now to turn to Charleville itself. The first 
settlement in the immediate neighbourhood of the pres-
ent town came from the Dawson River. In 1861 J. T. 
Allan and party set off from the Dawson and made 
westwards to the ranges. At Albinia Downs in the 
Springsure district, which was apparently the outpost 
then, they were joined by Mr. Missing and Oscar de 
Satge. This party crossed the ranges to the head of 
the Nive and Nivelle and for some time followed 
Mitchell's track very closely without knowing it. It 
was on this trip that "Dead Finish" received its un-
usual name, for, after forcing his way for some time 
through a dense scrub of that particular bush, Mr. 
Missing, hot and tired, sat down, angrily declaring it 
to be "the dead finish." At the conclusion of their 
trip the party drew lots for the land they explored, and 
Burenda and the Upper Nive went to Missing, DeSatge 
took the Ward Country and Allan himself the Upper 
Langlo (Elizabeth Creek he called it), and here Allan 
founded Mount EnniskiUen in 1862. Going North-west 
Allan later opened up the country of Terrick Terrick, 
Barcaldine Downs, and Saltern. 
When De Satge came to take up his share of the 
spoUs, the property known as "Gowrie," he brought 
with him a partner, Ernest de St. Jean. In 1866, how-
ever, George King joined them, buying a full half 
share. He soon bought out his two partners, formed 
a company with his three sons, shortly after leaving 
his sons to run the property, and returned to another 
Gowrie at Toowoomba. At that stage the original 
Gowrie occupied some 3,000 square miles and stretched 
west of the Warrego, almost from Wyandra to Auga-
thella. Mangalore sprawled along the other side of the 
river, though I have been unable to ascertain as yet 
who took it up first, and when. Even Mr. H. G. G. 
Blakeney, present holder of the homestead block can 
throw no light on it, though he has written to England 
and to India about it. Perhaps the Lands Department 
Records will hold the secret—the Charleville Records 
being all burnt in that Court House fire in 1940. In 
1868 Bradley took up Yarrawonga and in 1869 the Big-
nell family took up DiUalah, south of Gowrie, and then 
moved out to BuUoo and Widgeegoara. In the early 
seventies Biddenaham near Augathella was taken up 
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by J. H. Macfarlane, Oakwood was owned by E. A. Bull-
more by 1874, and in 1875 Robert Douglass bought Mt. 
Maria from a Cingalee, after failing to succeed at Mt. 
Misery in 1874. By 1877 Yarron Vale on the Paroo 
was in the possession of J. G. Dougherty, and by 18'79 
MacLean had developed Comongin. 
The South-western Corner had also been settled, 
but again from a different direction. Inspired by men-
tion of the unoccupied plains discovered in the search 
for Burke and Wills in 1865 John Costello came over-
land from Goulburn to take up first Mobel Creek and 
then Kyabra. Returning to Goulburn he was joined by 
Mrs. CosteUo, and their retum to Kyabra took five 
months. In 1870 their first chUd was bom, the first 
white chUd to be born in the district. Closely foUowing 
them came Mrs. CosteUo's brothers, the Duracks, 
heroes of perhaps the best known droving feat in Aus-
traUa's history, and so Thylungra was added to the 
map. In 1873 came Robert CoUins. In 1874 the TuUy 
family arrived to take up Ray. Let us note here that 
the settlers in this portion of Queensland were almost 
all Irish. 
With the fast-spreading settlement in the West, 
accelerated by a drought in 1866 in the Roma area, a 
small township had sprung up at Charleville, at Gowrie 
Crossing, consisting substantially of a store owned by 
Mr. Charles (later by Mr. Skinner) and a hotel owned 
by Louis Gantzke, whose daughter (later Mrs. Adrian) 
was the first white child born in the township of 
CharleviUe. A black's camp occupied the present site 
of the Commercial Bank of Sydney, and their burial 
ground was on the sandhiU (just north of the Railway 
Station) where was built the first Roman Catholic 
Church. This church is now a private house, it being 
part of the agreed contract price when the new church 
was constructed that the contractor take this church 
property as part payment. In 1868 William Alcock 
Tully surveyed the present site of CharleviUe, laying 
out the streets that are stiU the business centre of the 
town. Near the centre of the town is the site of the 
Gowrie cattle yards. Alfred Street was named after 
the Duke of Edinburgh, then visiting Australia; Ed-
ward Street after the Prince of Wales; Burke, WiUs, 
Eyre and Sturt Streets after the explorers; and 
Galatea Street after th# ship in which the surveyor 
came to Australia. Charleville itself was named after 
the town in Ireland from which he came, it in turn 
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being named from the Charleville in France. About 
the same time Mangalore township site was surveyed, 
and in 1869 LUley proposed to divide Queensland for 
local governing purposes into provincial districts, the 
centre for the Warrego being Mangalore. But the 
teamsters decided otherwise, and Charleville became 
the centre in fact. 
Charleville was erected at a permanent waterhole, 
then over a half mile long, in the Warrego River, and 
at both ends of the hole were dry crossings. As we have 
seen, the first township arose at Gowrie Crossing at the 
south-western end, but later building concentrated at 
the other end at Miller's Crossing, as it was later caUed, 
though TuUy's site lay in between the two. These two 
crossings then formed a natural intersection of trans-
port routes, and the bullock drivers found it much more 
convenient than Mangalore. We shall hear more of the 
teamsters later. 
The cutting up of large estates had now begun fol-
lowing Dutton's Act. Mangalore, Gowrie, HoganthuUa 
and many others were sub-divided. From the seventies 
onwards too, representatives of N.S.W. and Victorian 
families who were well established graziers had come 
north to take up lands in what seemed then a land of 
promise. More money was now being spent on home-
steads and some very solid structures were built. At 
"Ray," where transport charges made the cost of Tim-
ber prohibitive, the TuUys in 1886 had built a house 
with earthen walls eighteen inches to two feet thick. 
Moreover, sheep had arrived, the first run in the dis-
trict to bring sheep being Mangalore. Early in the 
eighties the sheep had penetrated to Ray. 
By 1888 thep, Charleville was thriving. It had 
several hotels—and we know that country towns are 
judged in size by the number of hotels. (At present 
CharlevUle is a "ten pub town."). Previously it had 
had three butcheries, but John Armstrong had bought 
the three. West of the river was the Albert Park 
Brewery, owned by Albert Aeschimann, proprietor of 
the Charleville Hotel. Supplies were sent from this 
brewery to Morven, Adavale, CunnamuUa and Auga-
thella, aU by bullock and horse teams. C. W. Burcher 
had a cordial factory which he established in 1878, and 
also a soap works, while William Marks had four saw-
miUing plants in the district working on the cypress 
pine that I have previously mentioned. Mr. 'Thomas 
Spreadborough had a big blacksmithing business, and 
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the Western Carrying Co. did much forwarding work. 
John Partridge was a well-established saddler. Pro-
posals were already being made for boiling down works 
and even for complete meatworks. The first school, a 
private school—a shed on the site of the present Union 
HaU, presided over by Mr. Bruce who had charged each 
pupil a shilling a week, had been replaced—but not on 
the same site—by a Government school in 1884. 'This 
school to-day now has 4 assistant teachers and 151 chil-
dren. Soon there was to be an establishment called the 
CharleviUe High School, a private concern run by Miss 
V. Gibbins. A School of Arts, later to be closed down, 
was well established and was very popular, as was to 
be expected when other reading matter was so short 
that it is recorded that a jam label was welcomed, a 
Worcester Sauce bottle was a prize, but the treasure of 
all was the "Library," i.e. a label from a bottle of 
Wolfe's Schnapps, with its four languages. One of the 
first presidents of the School of Arts was Mr. John 
Armstrong. A recreation reserve now almost returned 
to its original wilderness was set aside on an island be-
tween two channels of the Warrego. Here were tennis 
courts and a cricket pitch, the earliest cricket match of 
which I can find record being played in 1878. A hospital 
had been set up in 1883, and Dr. Kirkaldy became Gov-
ernment Medical Officer in 1884. The local government 
of the whole area was then the Murweh Divisional 
Board, proclaimed on 11th November 1879, its area 
being very extensive. Last but not least, two im-
portant labours were being carried on which were to 
have effect on Charleville. First the railway was 
slowly creeping westward, and nearing the town, and 
secondly, on the sandhill, William Woodley, a Canadian, 
was putting down a bore for the Railway Department, 
the bore reserve having been proclaimed in 1888; and 
the bore was completed in 1890. The bore was 1,371 
feet, with a flow of three miUion gallons a day of a tem-
perature of 106 degrees F. at the borehead. In passing, 
it may be mentioned that this bore water is almost 
completely sterile, so much so that babies may drink it 
just as it comes from the tap. Some years later in 
1895 control of the bore was handed to the Municipal 
CouncU on condition that a free and permanent supply 
was made available to the RaUway Department. 
Passenger and mail traffic throughout the South-
west was then in the hands of Cobb and Co. who had 
coaches covering the whole of the back country. A let-
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ter posted in Bourke, N.S.W., for Burketown, Queens-
land, would not leave Cobb's control until it was handed 
to the Burketown postmaster. Heavy goods however, 
were handled by bullock teams and horse teams. For a 
long time Dalby had been the Queensland centre for the 
western squatters, being the railhead. From Dalby to 
Charleville goods went by waggon, taking six months 
if the road were dry or twelve months if it were wet. 
Sometimes a grazier was shearing again before his. 
previous clip had reached the markets. It was a sad 
day for Dalby when the line moved on. Indeed the day 
set for the turning of the first sod of the Western Rail-
way was a day of pouring rain, and one Dalby resident 
said that even the skies wept. As the railway crept 
west other towns had their brief periods of prosperity. 
With if went too some bushrangers, and near Morven 
can still be seen the tree under which the bushrangers 
met. 
But not aU the goods for the West came from 
Dalby, Bourke was another big carrying centre from 
which goods came to Charleville. In fact, Mrs. Adrian, 
mentioned before as the first white child born in 
Charleville, stated that most of the goods came from 
Bourke. As but one example of this trade, let me in-
stance Thargomindah, which town is constructed of 
Oregon Pine, brought overland from Bourke by bullock 
waggon. Once the railway reached Charleville, how-
ever, Bourke lost the Charleville trade, and the intro-
duction of a border tax on wool in the early nineties 
sent into Charleville much wool that had previously 
gone to Bourke, so that Bourke, which had been the 
greatest carrying centre in Australia, now had to yield 
pride of place to Charleville, where between 500 and 
600 teams were registered with the Carrying Associa-
tion. Each team comprised from fourteen to twenty-
two bullocks and with each team were always anything 
up to five extra buUocks, so the number of stock in 
Charleville was considerable, being over 10,000 head. 
In some cases the carrier's wives lived in Charleville or 
in one of the adjacent centres, but in many cases they 
went with the waggon, living frequently on a waggon-
ette drawn behind it. Underneath the waggonette was 
a wire cage where lived the fowls, and there are records 
of many a fine young rooster which came from an egg 
laid and hatched under the waggonette, and which 
grew to delectable maturity without seeing the end of 
the trip. 
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Big loads were drawn by these teams on occasions, 
and when it was known in Charleville that a big load 
was approaching either Gowrie or Miller's Crossing, the 
whole town streamed out to see it take the ford. AU 
hazards safely negotiated, then bystanders took round 
the hat and collected anything up to £100 which would 
be spent on a public dance or an organized sports meet-
ing in honour of the occasion. Some such loads were— 
Eighty bales of greasy wool weighing 15 tons 1 
cwt. 3 or. 21b., drawn bv a horse team of 20 horses 
owned by Downev Brothers in November 1896; 101 
bales of scoured wool from Comongin weighing 12 
tons 13f cwt., arriving 21st November 1896 drawn 
by Dick Arnold's buUock team; and again by Dick 
Arnold's buUock team, in 1896, 110 bales of scoured 
wool weighing 11 tons 13 cwt. 
The teamsters had their own part of Charleville too, 
Newtown, as it was called. CharleviUe lies between the 
Warrego River and Bradley's Gully (named after the 
teamster Bradley who had taken up Yarrawonga) on 
the eastern side of Bradley's Gully, to the south, lies 
Newtown, corresponding to Charleville as Drayton cor-
responds to Toowoomba. For a time it was almost 
separate, with its own store and hotels, one of which 
was very popular with the teamsters, who often sat 
down ninety at a time to breakfast. The only bridge 
over the "Gully" was a suspension bridge, and this was 
a source of constant joy to the lads of the town who 
lurked nearby hoping to be able to swing it as soon as 
some unsuspecting female reached half way across it. 
Where the first township had been, near Gowrie 
Crossing, was now another type of settlement, Charle-
ville's Chinatown, and not far away was the black's 
camp, moved away from its earlier site. One of the big 
stores in Charleville at the time was that of Tai Wah 
and Co., whose manager, a Chinese, spoke four 
languages. Unfortunately there were other Chinese 
who were not so ornamental to society. When Meston 
came out in 1897 he reported that the sixty-four abo-
rigines left in Charleville, the remnant of the Gnoorie 
tribe of the Warrego, one of the most powerful tribes 
in Australia, were in a sad and deplorable condition, 
largely due to addiction to opium. In April 1899, four 
Chinese were convicted of opium dealing at the one 
police court session, and during this period the local 
press pubUshed many complaints that the youth of 
Charleville was being corrupted. 
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In matters relating to general health, conditions 
were improved by the coming of the railway, but times 
were still hard. There certainly was a resident doctor. 
Dr. Kirkaldy, a hospital, and for some time an "Indian 
Doctor." No resident dentist was in the town (in fact 
the position is little better now), but sometimes visiting 
dentists had rooms for short periods. One of these, 
Ernest Burton, advertised himself as the only qualified 
dentist west of Brisbane. Apart from the bore, against 
the water of which was and still is a certain unex-
plained prejudice, much of the water supply came from 
wells, and in June 1901 the report of the Government 
Analyst showed that samples of water submitted to 
him from four wells were all unfit for human consump-
tion, and two of them contained typhoid germs. The 
doctor advertised vaccinations performed every Friday, 
and the local press repeatedly mentions several cases 
of typhoid in the hospital at once. Perhaps more seri-
ous was the fact that beri-beri was also prevalent. This 
of course was not to be wondered at, with the restricted 
diet already referred to. Vegetables brought out by the 
waggons rotted long before they reached their destina-
tions. The coming of the railway reduced the incidence 
of the disease, but did not entirely remove it, because 
fresh fruit and vegetables have always been excessively 
dear in the west, where for several months in the year 
no local supply is available, and Dr. Fox, who arrived 
in 1911 tells me that in his early years in Charleville he 
had odd cases of beri-beri. He also treated nearly fifty 
cases of typhoid per year. In the 1901 Census the 
population of the town was 1,419, comprised of 735 
males and 684 females, so you can gain some idea of the 
prevalence of the disease. Trachoma was also a com-
mon complaint, and the number of children treated was 
over the 100 mark. Not all these cases were cured, and 
the victims of this ugly disease may still be seen to-
day. In outlying districts children are even to-day in 
danger of losing their sight, but in the towns quick 
treatment usually brings a quick cure, leaving no dis-
figurement. 
Here I think it well to pay a tribute to a very im-
portant but much abused member of the community— 
the goat. We have all laughed at the description ap-
plied to many western towns—a town of girls, goats, 
galahs and glass bottles—but how many of us have 
heard of the thousands of children who have grown to 
healthy manhood and womanhood without knowing the 
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taste of cows' milk? Two children I know—my own, 
in fact—will not look at cows' milk if goats' milk is 
available. Again I am indebted to Dr. Fox for some in-
formation on the value of goats' milk in the western 
diet. A man and his wife had absolutely the same diet 
on an outback selection, except that she took goats' 
imilk in her tea and he used no milk. He developed 
beri-beri; she did not. So we must acknowledge the 
debt we owe to that humble animal. Nuisance it may 
be, but a definite necessity it is, and well the explorers 
knew that, for they invariably took a supply of goats 
with them into the interior. Town councils, while prone 
to deplore their nuisance value, yet realize their im-
portance. A few years ago the Charleville Town Coun-
cil imported four Saanen bucks to improve the local 
herd. 
The development of the town received recognition, 
when on 21st March 1894, the Municipality of Charle-
ville was proclaimed. The first Municipal CouncU was 
as follows— 
A. Aeschimann (Mayor), C. W. Burcher, J. Gibbs, 
H. Alexander, C. C. Arnold, C. Millar. 
The Council met for the first time in premises pro-
vided by the Mayor, but he resigned later owing to 
trouble over drainage, after which the Council buUt its 
first premises which were to cost £100 but which 
actually cost £137. So began a CouncU which must 
surelj'- have a record without peer in Queensland. Its 
first clerk was prosecuted for embezzlement, another 
one later was to commit suicide while a third was to 
resign to go big game hunting. The Council itself has 
been dissolved three times on petition of the electors, 
in 1932, 1936, and 1944, on the third occasion an Ad-
ministrator being appointed to straighten out the diffi-
culties accruing to the instaUation of the £90,000 
sewerage system. 
During the decade from 1890 to 1900 the town was 
full of life. The townspeople always had something new 
to discuss. For instance there was the recapture of 
Bogan BiUy, who had escaped from custody in N.S.W., 
Garry Owen was prosecuted for selling ice-creams on 
Sunday, this action being taken under a statute of 
Charles II. (This Garry Owen was a most versatile 
gentleman. He was bellman—i.e. town crier— he dis-
tributed circulars, sold fresh and smoked fish, bed-
steads, cots, harness, violins and furniture, and in 1896 
he was first to sell ice in the town.) The bore broke 
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loose, and for three days a stream ran past the school 
on its way to the GuUy. This stream had to be diverted 
to save Cobb and Co.'s factory opposite the school. At 
another period during the period of the International 
Exhibition Charleville catered for tourists by turning 
the bore on to its full spout of twenty feet while mail 
trains were in the station. Many of you have probably 
seen photographs of it—for instance Harrap's Geo-
graphy of Queensland had one. 
The town had its new industries too. In 1893 Cobb 
and Co. established the coach works just referred to, 
building there all kinds of wheeled vehicles for sale 
throughout the West. Delivery was made by Cobb's 
themselves, for the sulky was towed behind the mail 
coach. None but the best timber was used—in fact I 
have seen quite recently some of the silky oak used, and 
it is still perfectly sound and straight. Whole families 
of skilled workmen were brought by coach from 
Bathurst, Bourke and other centres. Some of these are 
still living in Charleville. This factory was burnt down 
in 1897 but was soon rebuilt. James Campbell set up a 
boiling down works and later was erected the refrig-
erating, preserving, and boiling down works with a 
planned weekly capacity of 400 cattle and 7,000 sheep. 
In 1896 Oscar de Satge writing in London had definitely 
favoured the establishment of meat works at the inland 
centres and here the effort was made. The first boiling 
down works were taken over and made into a wool scour 
by J. Armstrong and H. J. Carter. Following the ex-
ample of Thargomindah which in 1898 was the first 
town in Queensland to be lit by electric light, enquiries 
were made regarding the possibility of using the flow 
of water at the borehead to turn a Pelton wheel. This 
came to nothing, partly because of insufficient pressure, 
partly because the drought of 1898-1902 caused a de-
pression. In 1895 too. was held the first CharleviUe 
Show. The railway advanced to CunnamuUa in 1898. 
Being unfenced, so that graziers should not be shut off 
from water, it was frequently invaded by bullocks, and 
some argued with the train, with unfortunate results 
for the bullock. It is alleged that every working bul-
lock for which the Government had to pay was either a 
leader or a poler; i.e. one of the most important bul-
locks of a team. 
The town had its troubles too. With the advance of 
the railway to CunnamuUa came trouble over freights. 
Charleville lost its concessions as a rail-head and pro-
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tested vigorously against the disparity in raU charges. 
For instance, freight per ton of flour to CunnamuUa 
was £2 from Brisbane, as compared with £4/10/8 tO' 
Charleville. Some storekeepers adopted the expedient 
of having goods consigned from Brisbane to Cunna-
muUa, to be re-consigned from there back to Charle-
viUe, as they found it much cheaper. That move, how-
ever, was soon blocked. Several disastrous fires oc-
curred in 1894, in 1897 Cobb's factory was destroyed, 
and in 1898 the School of Arts fire caused the death of 
the caretaker. The School of Arts was later rebuilt 
but has since been closed. But perhaps the dominating-
feature of the whole period was the question of labour, 
for at the beginning of that period came the Shearers' 
Strike. 
Before I mention the labour troubles, perhaps I 
should make reference to the political history of the 
district. Since the inception of the Warrego electorate in 
1864 representation had been in the hands of the 
graziers. Two notable names to appear in the Queens-
land Parliament from the Warrego were those of 
Arthur Hodgson and Oscar de Satge. In its early years 
the Labour Movement concerned itself with the 
economic side of affairs and did not seek Parliamentary 
representation. In 1884 came the formation of the 
Shearers' Union by W. G. Spence, and during this 
decade was also a local graziers' association. Troubled 
times in the financial world and a drop in the price of 
wool seemed about to lead to reducing the wages of pas-
toral employees. In 1890 came the formation of the 
United Graziers' Association and the Shearers' Union, 
now the A.W.U., but no agreement was reached—the 
graziers stood for free sheds, the A.W.U. for closed 
sheds, and so came the strike of 1891, worthy of a 
paper in itself. The strikers set up a camp a little out-
side Charleville, on the CunnamuUa road, and coUected 
contributions from the townspeople. Some were 
arrested, and there were allegations of some from 
Augathella being chained to a log in the open sunshine. 
By that strike was really won the principle of the 
closed shed, though the fuU achievement was delayed 
until after the establishment of the Arbitration Court. 
One interesting result was to put an end to the reign 
of the nomadic shearer—from 1893 onwards came the 
rise of the local shearer who shore only in his own dis-
trict. 
As we know out of that strike came the Labour 
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Party. Feelings were made stronger by troubles dur-
ing the building of the CunnamuUa extension of the 
railway, for the men alleged they were brought froiu 
Brisbane and then given jobs at starvation rates. Feel-
ing mounted, and the town of Charleville became 
divided even more clearly into two sections, with the 
newspapers speaking for one section only. 
In 1898 the death of Mr. Crombie, M.L.A., gave op-
portunity for a trial of political strength for the Labour 
candidate was Mr. David Bowman, who was however 
defeated by thirteen in the by-election. Later in 1898 
at the ordinary election Bowman was defeated by one 
vote, but lodged a petition claiming that the election 
should be disallowed. He was successful in his petition 
and was returned to Parliament. The retum of Mr. 
James Page as the first Federal Member for the district 
caused more heart burnings, and a strong campaign 
was opened for Mr. P. Leahy for the State seat, the 
campaign being made more bitter because of the Boer 
War. This time Bowman was defeated, much to the 
glee of the "Charleville Times," which declared that 
never again would a Labour member represent the 
Warrego! 
Trouble did not cease in the shearing industry. First 
in 1898 the secretary of the local branch of the A.W.U. 
was charged with embezzlement but was acquitted. In 
1902 was formed the Machine Shearers' Union, really 
sponsored by the contractors, but it failed to stand for 
long. In 1931 came another breakaway union. The Pas-
toral Workers' Industrial Union, and another strike 
occurred. The P.W.I.U. was not allowed to register as 
a union, and so disappeared for a time, to reappear this 
year, 1945, with another strike, ostensibly for higher 
wages, but again in opposition to the A.W.U., this time 
with communist tactics. Its organization has been 
fairly thorough. Wheras in 1891 runners were posted 
every twenty-five miles to bear news, in this strike, a 
local official informed me, every man can be reached 
within one hour of an important happening. No camp 
was set up in Charleville this time, but every man 
working—and some for a time worked scrub cutting— 
was levied 10 per cent, of his gross earnings by the 
strike committee. Every shearer leaving one town had 
to have a clearance from the local strike committee or 
he would not be accepted in the next town. As I write, 
the matter is before he Arbitration Court. 
>> 
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From 1898 onwards the drought came to stifle much 
of the development. The long term average rainfall is 
in the neighbourhood of twenty inches, but during this 
drought period rainfalls were— 
1898 839 points 
1899 797 „ 
1900 820 „ 
1901 1,259 
1902 1,051 
As you can well imagine this dealt the country a 
severe blow. The number of stock at the end of this 
period were only a fraction of those at the beginning, 
and owners were lucky if they received threepence a 
head for sheep. Of course one concern did benefit— 
the boiling down works. No better measure of the 
financial difficulties of the time can be obtained than 
the fact that a lease of one of the prominent hotels was 
taken at 30/- per week, with an option of purchase at 
£600. Even Cobb and Co. felt the strain and announced 
that they were closing down on May 1902. However, 
the Postal Department arranged for private carriers at 
Cobbs' risk. Soon the famous company took up the 
running again. Six of Wragge's famous Stiger Vortex 
guns were set up in 1902 to combat the drought, 
Wragge himself visiting Charleville and leaving behind 
him instructions for firing. The first was fired on a 
very overcast day and some rain did fall, according to 
the "Charleville Times," but, when two more were fired 
at a later date, one exploded, and, when no rain came, 
the town took no further interest in the invention. 
The "CharleviUe Times" had been established in 
1883, its first edition being pubUshed on New Years' 
Day 1884, since when it has appeared continuously. 
(Its first editor was Alfred Robinson, its compositor' 
Stephen Walsh, and every word was hand set.) The 
"CharleviUe Courier" began publication in 1895, but in 
June 1900 the "Times" and the "Courier" amalgamated 
under the editorship of the "Times" editor, R. G. 
Gillies. Since then the "Times" has had various com-
petitors, in all of which Mr. George Espie has figured. 
First came the "Guardian," which was unfortunate 
enough to suffer a damaging fire. Later came the 
•"Western Sun," which was to go out of business 
through a libel action, to be reborn as the "South 
Western Sentinel," which also met its death from a 
libel action. I have been told that the editor in question 
then went to another country newspaper, and a few 
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weeks later figured in a third libel action. It would 
possibly be dangerous for me to mention the name of 
this belligerent gentleman. 
Two other semi-governmental bodies deserve some: 
notice, the first being the Mitchell Rabbit Board, which 
held its first meeting in Charleville in 1892, and was 
responsible for the building of rabbit-proof fences. 
Agitation had been growing since 1887, but the pres-
ence of rabbits did not become apparent until after the 
fence had been completed, for no sooner had it been 
completed than someone reported seeing a full-grown 
rabbit within six miles of the town. (Now the boys of 
the town can go out just over the river after school and 
shoot some for dinner). The second body deserving 
mention was the Warrego Marsupial Board. Official 
collectors of scalps were appointed on the various pro-
perties, and from September 1896 to September 1897 
payment was made for 795 dingoes, 10,465 kangaroos 
and 75,989 waUabies. 
In 1896 also we must chronicle the beginning of the 
Selectors' Association. 
One more matter remains for consideration, namely, 
the state of settlement outside the town. 'This was. 
governed largely by Cobb and Co., for they ran short 
stages of twelve to fifteen miles, and then changed 
horses. At each of these stages was the nucleus of a 
settlement, and some were particularly thriving. For 
instance, at Langlo Crossing were two hotels, one 
worth £1,000 a year, which was a large sum in those 
days, and Langlo was quite an important little town-
ship with a bright community life. But with the com-
ing of the railway, the infiuence of Cobb and Co. on 
settlement waned. The extension to CunnamuUa, com-
pleted in 1898, and the extension to Quilpie in 1917 
were further serious blows to the coaches. The real 
death-blow, however, was the coming of the motor car. 
With the passing of the coach the change houses 
steadily declined, the once thriving settlements retro-
gressed, and the inns themselves disappeared. Even 
their names are being removed from the map. Ask a 
CunnamuUa resident about Balbuna and he will not 
know it; ask him about the Widgee Pub, and you will 
hear much. 
With good seasons coming again after the big 
drought, stock again became valuable, and all the pro-
perties set to work to re-stock, especially as more and 
more land was resumed and thrown open for closer 
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settlement. Before long the Charleville meat works 
was in difficulties, and was taken over by the Kidston 
Government, to be bought later by Armstrong and Car-
ter, who had made the first boiling down works into a 
wool scour. A third attempt was to be made in Charle-
ville to establish meat works, this time under the aegis 
of the State. In 1916 Dillalah became a State Station 
and in 1919 a State Butchery was set up. The history 
of State Stations is too well-known to bear repetition 
here: it is sufficient to state that everybody regarded 
the government as a suitable victim for robbery. One 
story perhaps may be related. It is alleged that one 
man was given the job of driving fats from Dillalah to 
the meat works. On the way he would drop one on the 
town common, delivering in its place somebody's old 
cow he had picked up there. When he had coUected a 
little herd of ten or so, he would then deliver those, 
payment for which he would pocket. He was doing weU 
until many awkward questions were asked concerning 
the disappearance of other people's cows. Dillalah 
ended its life as a State Station on 31st December 1925, 
and was sub-divided—on land agents' maps it is now 
known as Yena. 
If any of you know Charleville you may be wonder-
ing why the town centre is where it is now and not at 
either Gowrie or Miller's Crossing. OriginaUy the 
Charleville railway station was to situated some hun-
dreds of yards nearer Brisbane, where the gate house 
is now, in which case the trade would have gone out-
wards over MUier's Crossing. AUegedly through the 
action of certain interested persons the site was moved 
nearer the town site as surveyed by TuUy, and to give 
a direct outlet from the station through the town a 
bridge was erected in 1896 over the Warrego, between 
the two crossings, over which went the Adavale Road. 
The trading centre round MUier's Crossing disappeared, 
and even the hotel there, the MetropoUtan, built by 
Marks with local timber sawn by his own miUs, has 
gone without a trace. 
The disastrous fire already referred to had caused 
considerable agitation for the formation of a volunteer 
fire brigade and this was achieved in 1898. For a long 
time all the apparatus available was one hose. But later 
"The Contraption" was produced, a hand-made ap-
paratus. In 1912 an engine was fitted up locally, and 
since then a more modern, fuUy-equipped engine pur-
chased. Despite this in April 1916 the Brotherhood 
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House was destroyed by fire and the Rev. Felix Furnau 
died from burns. 
Educationally the town has advanced. The State 
School—which has had only nine head teachers in its 
life, one of whom also lost his life in a fire—grew con-
tinually in size, aided by the establishment of a hostel 
for country children, under the auspices of the Bush 
Brotherhood. Vocational training was added, and in 
1924 night classes were introduced in Commercial work. 
Domestic Science, English and Arithmetic. The move-
ment towards these goes back to 1900, when Mr. A. E. 
A. McCahon offered to take night school in association 
with the local School of Arts. In 1935 the benefits of 
Secondary Education were extended to westem chil-
dren by the establishment of a Secondary Department 
at the State School. In 1913, too, a Convent had been 
established. 
Some notable personalities in religion have been 
associated with the district. There was Father Corri-
gan, who one one occasion gave the lie to a speaker at 
a crowded meeting in the 1891 strike, who was black-
listed by the strikers for refusing to contribute to their 
funds, and about whom was composed a song of some 
ten stanzas. Another was the Rev. F. A. Cardew, who 
in 1896 paid the first clerical visit to BirdsviUe, and also-
well represented were the Presbyterian Church and the 
Salvation Army. Perhaps the most interesting religious-
body, however, is the Bush Brotherhood of St. Paul, a 
Church of England organization, formed in 1905, with 
the Rev. H. L. Puxley as its first head, its parish being 
the whole of the South-west, except Roma and Mitchell. 
The young men in this organization usually came direct 
from England, and were totally strange to the area, so 
strange indeed that one was lost for days because when 
told to turn off "at a tank" he looked for what he con-
sidered to be a tank, instead of a dam. They went 
everywhere in all weathers, by all manner of convey-
ance. Canon Edwards would be able to tell you many 
interesting tales of his adventures with a motor cycle 
bought to facilitate transport. It is sufficient for me to 
say that no other Bush Brother would attempt to ride 
the bicycle after Brother Edwards left. Not the least 
of their services to the community was the establish-
ment of the hostel, where children from outside dis-
tricts might board so that they might go to school. 'The 
first of these hostels, established twenty-five years ago, 
and now occupied exclusively by boys, had for a build-
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ing Gowrie House, the second headquarters of Gowrie 
Station, on part of which, as we saw previously, Charle-
ville was located. Where originally there was one hostel 
for both boys and girls, now there are two, one con-
trolled for the Bush Brotherhood for boys, and the 
other, controlled by the Sisters of the Sacred Advent, 
for girls. 
Perhaps the main interest of this period, however, 
has been the development of transport. We have 
already seen the buUock and horse teams, Cobb and Co. 
and the railways, and we have made some mention of 
the motor car, but even in 1932 Charleville was to see 
a camel train, loaded with wool from "Ray." In 1919, 
however, Charleville was dramatically introduced to a 
new form of transport when Ross and Keith Smith 
were forced down on the Ward Plain with a broken 
piston ring, and stayed in Charleville until the new ring 
arrived. 
In 1920 Qantas was formed, its first run being from 
Charleville to Cloncurry, the machines used being war-
type two passenger models. In 1929 the service was 
extended to Brisbane. Three years later quite a sensa-
tion occurred—no fewer than seven planes were on the 
aerodrome at once. In 1934 came what was to put 
CharleviUe definitely on the map for a time, the Mac-
Robertson Air Race. The town rose to the occasion 
and a local Business Men's Committee organized aU 
entertainments. Boxing and wrestling were among 
them including three bouts for the Heavyweight Cham-
pionship of Australia. It may be noted in passing that 
a local cynic declared that the placings in the Charle-
ville section of the air race were two hotel-keepers first 
and second, and the organizers of the street Carnival 
third. It was a time for high celebration, but Charle-
ville felt still more important when on December 10 of 
that year, aeroplanes from Brisbane and Cootamundra 
met at CharlevUle to inaugurate the Imperial Air MaU. 
On December 16 the first Air Mail from England ar-
rived. Since then, of course, we have become less ex-
citable, though when a new type of aeroplane conies in 
there is still a rush to the aerodrome to see it. At an 
early stage of the war against Japan we had as many 
as 160 planes parked around the 'drome, by now in-
creased many times in size by the engineers of the 
Main Roads Commission. In fact, the aerodrome was 
claimed to be the largest in the Southern Hemisphere. 
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We must not forget, either, the establishment of a Fly-
ing Doctor Centre in 1943. 
The town had developed in other ways too, for two 
more bores had been put down in 1923 and 1936. A 
new Town Hall had been erected, and also a Municipal 
Picture Theatre, this latter being leased to a private 
citizen who was granted a monopoly of moving pictures 
in the town. New concrete bridges were erected over 
the Warrego in 1933 and Bradley's GuUy in 1935, re-
placing wooden structures more than thirty years old. 
A new hospital was erected just in time to be taken 
over by the Army because of the Pacific War. Now, 
however, it is under the control of the Charleville Hos-
pitals Board. In 1935 a bowling club was added to the 
town's sporting bodies. 
Now, of course, affairs are very quiet, partly 
through lack of manpower, and war restrictions, partly 
through more dry weather. This year the "Warrego 
Showers" have been much more frequent and serious 
than they have been since the days of the big droughts, 
the town being shrouded in dust for days at a time, and 
this prompts reflection on the possible future of the dis-
trict. Nowhere now, even in good seasons, will you see 
the head-high grasses that were spoken of by the old-
timers, or even the carpets of wild flowers that people 
now under the age of forty years can remember as chil-
dren. During the big drought came a move towards 
water conservation—there was even a suggestion for a 
series of canals linking the area between Charleville, 
Springsure and Dalby with the Murray. Now, of 
course, the plan most generally discussed is that pro-
posed in different forms by Dr. J. J. C. Bradfield and 
by Ion Idriess in his book "The Great Boomerang." 
Others will tell you the answer lies elsewhere—larger 
stations, with consequently less overstocking, re-
timbering, more tank-sinking and dam building, and 
less dependence on artesian water, the shrinkage in the 
supply of which has caused much concern. Of these 
schemes I have no time to speak in detail, but I should 
like to draw your attention to them, especiaUy as no 
industry other than grazing is possible in the West 
under present conditions, and who knows what the 
future holds in store for the wool industry, with the 
remarkable war-time development in wool-substitutes, 
especiaUy when some of those substitutes have been 
subsidized by the Commonwealth Government. 
